Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


c¥  3   (USDA  CAN  HELP  YOU 


INVOIVE  YOUTH  IN 

CX)MMUNrTY 

DEVELOPMENT 


RURAL  DEVELOPMENT  SERVICE  •  U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  •  PROGRAM  AID  NO.1042'MAY  1973 


FOREWORD 


Young  people  represent  the  future  of  our  communities.  There- 
fore, every  effort  should  be  made  to  have  them  participate  in 
community  planning  and  development.  Young  people  can  pre- 
pare for  broader  responsibilities  in  community  decision-making 
by  cooperating  with  fellow  citizens  in  establishing  goals  for 
community  development  and  carrying  out  community  programs. 
In  turn,  the  community  that  harnesses  the  unique  abilities  and 
enthusiasms  of  youth  will  become  a  better  place  in  which  to  live. 

In  order  to  encourage  youth  involvement  in  community  develop- 
ment, the  Department  has  prepared  Guidelines  for  youth  repre- 
sentation on  state  and  local  community  development  commit- 
tees. These  Guidelines  suggest  ways  in  which  young  people 
can  be  recruited  for  membership  on  such  committees  and  also 
suggest  some  of  the  responsibilities  young  people  might 
assume. 

This  booklet  outlines  assistance  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture can  provide  to  leaders  and  members  of  youth  organiza- 
tions who  want  to  participate  in  community  action,  planning  and 
development.  For  additional  information  please  contact  the 
nearest  representative  of  the  appropriate  agency  within  this 
Department. 


EARL  L.  BUTZ 
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To  determine  what  assistance 
agencies  of  the  U.  S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  can  offer 
to  help  you  involve  youth  in 
community  development,  see 
these  pages.  .  .  . 


Agricultural  Research  Service  

Cooperative  State  Research  Service 

Economic  Research  Service  

Extension  Service  

Farmer  Cooperative  Service  

Farmers  Home  Administration  ..... 

Food  and  Nutrition  Service  

Forest  Service  


National  Agricultural  Library  

Rural  Electrification  Administration 
Soil  Conservation  Service  


AGRICULTURAL 
RESEARCH  SERVICE 

Located  in  47  of  the  50  United 
States  and  some  foreign  coun- 
tries, ARB  scientists  work  with 
youth  in  many  ways.  Such 
contacts  stimulate  an  ex- 
change of  ideas  between 
youth  and  adults,  permitting 
involved  youth  to  bring  about 
community  improvement. 
Kinds  of  Help 

— Provides  scientific  and  tech- 


nical information  and  assist- 
ance to  youth  interested  in 
agricultural  and  biological 
science  through  events 
such  as  science  fairs. 

— Participates  in  summer  pro- 
grams designed  to  provide 
high  school  and  college 
students  with  an  opportu- 
nity to  take  part  in  ongoing 
research  projects. 

— Furnishes  "science  aid'*  kits 
to  schools  to  enable  stu- 
dents to  learn  more  about 
specific  areas  of  science. 

—Participates  in  Federal  Gov- 
ernment youth  employment 
programs,  permitting  youths 
to  do  agriculturally-related 
research. 

— Disseminates  information 
on  agricultural  research  ad- 
vances and  needs  to  cap- 
ture the  interest  of  youth 
and  encourage  their  partic- 
ipation in  this  area. 
How  to  Get  Help 
The   Agricultural  Research 
Service  works  in  close  coop- 
eration with  State  and  county 
agricultural  agencies,  many 
land-grant  colleges  and  uni- 
versities, agricultural  produc- 
ers, plant  and  animal  breed- 
ers,  agribusiness  concerns 
and  transporters. 
— Call,  write  or  visit  the  near- 
est ARS  facility. 
— ^Write  to  the  Agricultural  Re- 
search Service,  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  20250. 


COOPERATIVE  STATE 
RESEARCH  SERVICE 

GSRS  works  with  all  land- 
grant  institutions  located  in 
each  State,  Puerto  Rico,  the 
Virgin  lslands,Guam  and  Tus- 
kegee  Institute.  Through  this 
cooperative  research  systenn, 
studies  on  major  issues  and 
alternatives  in  community  de- 
velopment are  carried  out. 
Findings  and  recommenda- 
tions based  on  this  research 
are  available  to  those  who  are 
interested  in  helping  their 
communities. 
Kinds  of  Help 
— Provides  data  on: 

people — characteristics, 
employment,  mobility, 
values,  patterns  of  living; 
resource  development — 
land,  water,  forests,  other 
natural  resources; 
action  alternatives  for  com- 
munity planning  bodies 


and  governmental  units; 
production,  marketing,  dis- 
tribution and  consump- 
tion of  agriculture  and 
livestock  products. 
— Provides  assistance  to  help 
people,  their  organizations 
and  institutions  through: 
feasibility  studies  to  under- 
stand and  take  action  on 
social  and  economic  is- 
sues; 

studies  on  alternatives  to 
conserve  and  protect  the 
environment  and  reduce 
pollution; 
studies  to  determine  the 
availability  and  quality 
of  community  services 
and  their  delivery  systems 
such  as  health  care,  edu- 
cation, recreation,  water, 
waste  disposal  and  fire 
protection. 
— ^Provides  opportunities  for 
young  people  to  become  in- 
volved in  research  and  re- 
search-related jobs. 

How  to  Get  Help 

— Individuals,  community  and 
governmental  leaders  can 
contact  a  researcher  di- 
rectly or  through  county 
Extension  staff. 

— Contact  the  State  Agricul- 
tural Experiment  Station  at 
the  land-grant  college  in 
your  State. 

— ^Write  the  Cooperative  State 
Research  Service,  U.S.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.C.  20250. 


5 


ECONOMIC 
RESEARCH  SERVICE 

The  Economic  Research  Serv- 
ice can  provide  economic  and 
social  data  which  will  help  to 
solve  development  problems. 
Because  of  the  great  diversity 
of  communities  and  conditions 
in  America,  State  and  local 
groups  should  pinpoint  their 
specific  informational  needs. 
Once  committees  have  identi- 
fied the  problems  or  the  pro- 
grams they  wish  to  undertake, 
economic  and  social  data  can 
contribute  to  making  better 
decisions  on  how  to  proceed. 
Kinds  of  Help 
— Provides  data  on: 

population  and  migration 
trends:  national,  State, 
county  and  multicounty; 
community  institutions, 
services  and  facilities: 
housing,  water  and  sewer 
systems,  local  govern- 
ment; 

substate  planning  and  de- 
velopment districts  data: 


current  status  of  districts; 

economic  and  social  devel- 
opment: employment,  in- 
come, poverty; 

natural  resource  econom- 
ics, recreation,  environ- 
ment, consumer  affairs, 
domestic  food  and  fiber 
industry:  situation  and 
outlook,  international  ag- 
ricultural development 
and  trade. 
How  to  Get  Help 
— Request  data  needs  through 

chairperson  of  State  or  local 

community  development 

committee. 
— Write  Economic  Research 

Service,  U.S.  Department  of 

Agriculture,  Washington, 

D.  C.  20250. 


EXTENSION  SERVICE 

Cooperative  Extension  educa- 
tional programs  in  community 
development  offer  youth  from 
all  places,  races  and  income 
levels  an  opportunity  to  de- 
velop as  persons,  share  as 


citizens  and  practice  leader- 
ship. Youth  are  involved 
through  4-H,  Extension's  edu- 
cational program  for  youth, 
and  through  other  youth 
groups  and  organizations. 

Kinds  of  Help 

— ^Conducts  educational  pro- 
grams to  help  youth  see  how 
the  community  development 
process  works. 

— Trains  adults  to  be  effective 
leaders  and  youth  to  be- 
come responsible  commu- 
nity leaders  of  the  future. 

— Helps  organize  and  con- 
duct activities  of  youth  who 
want  to  get  directly  involved 
with  adults  in  community 
planning,  development  and 
decision-making. 

— F u  r n  i  s h  es  organizational 
and  counseling  assistance 
to  other  agencies  and 
youth-serving  organizations 
about  programs  relating  to 
community  development. 

— ^Disseminates  program  and 
technical  information  from 
State  and  Federal  sources 
to  help  youth  learn  about 
and  do  community  develop- 
ment work. 

— Helps  local  groups  evaluate 
progress  toward  locally 
identified  community  goals. 

How  to  Get  Help 

The  Extension  Service  is  a 
three-way  partnership.  The 
U.S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, the  State  land-grant  uni- 
versity and  the  people  in  your 


county  share  in  planning  and 
financing  Extension  work.  Ex- 
tension has  a  trained  staff  of 
youth  and  community  devel- 
opment workers  available  to 
help  with  the  involvement  of 
youth  in  community  develop- 
ment at  the  county,  State  or 
national  level. 

— Locally,  call,  write  or  visit 
your  county  Extension  of- 
fice. The  county  office  will 
work  with  you  to  help  you 
get  the  kind  of  assistance 
you  need. 

— State  or  regional  youth  or- 
ganizational leaders  should 
contact  the  State  Extension 
Service. 

— National  youth-serving  or- 
ganizations have  access  to 
program  resources  of 
USDA. 


7 


FARMER  COOPERATIVE 
SERVICE 


This  Washington-based 
agency  coordinates  its  efforts 
with  the  American  Institute  of 
Cooperation,  40  State  cooper- 
ative councils,  cooperative 
business  leaders,  schools  and 
universities,  and  directly  and 
indirectly  with  national,  State 
and  local  leaders  of  about  20 
youth  organizations. 
Kinds  of  Help 

— Supplies  leader  program 
guidelines  to  involve  youth 
with  their  local  community's 
business  and  professional 
leaders. 

— Provides  basic  cooperative 
educational  materials  for 
use  by  leaders  and  youth  in- 
volved in  community  pro- 
grams. 

How  to  Get  Help 

— ^Write,  call  or  visit  commu- 
nity marketing,  purchasing 
and  such  service  coopera- 
tives as  Production  Credit 
Association,  Federal  Land 
Bank  Association,  electric 
or  telephone  membership 
cooperative,  credit  union, 
cooperative  or  mutual  insur- 
ance office,  consumer  co- 
operative or  other  coopera- 
tives. 

— Write  Farmer  Cooperative 
Service,  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington, 
D.C.  20250. 
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FARMERS  HOME 
ADMINISTRATION 


Working  through  more  than 
1,750  county  and  42  State  of- 
fices, FHA  is  the  rural  credit 
service  of  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture. 

Kinds  of  Help 

— Sponsors  Build  Our  Ameri- 


can Communities  (BOAC), 
an  education-action  pro- 
gram, to  help  young  people 
become  knowledgeable 
community  leaders  and  bet- 
ter understand  the  interrela- 
tionship between  local, 
state,  national  and  world 
issues. 

— Provides  technical  assist- 
ance to  youth  groups  to  en- 
able communities  to  obtain 
needed  services  and  facili- 
ties. 

— Provides  loans  to  rural 
youth  to  permit  them  to  op- 
erate enterprises  in  connec- 
tion with  their  participation 
in  youth  organizations. 

— Finances  individual  proj- 
ects of  minors  by  making 
loans  to  parents  to  purchase 
farms,  operate  farms,  estab- 
lish and/or  operate  small 
business  enterprises. 

— Provides  informational  ma- 
terials on  FHA  objectives 
and  programs. 

— Meets  with  school  classes 
or  groups  to  discuss  FHA 
programs  and  BOAC. 

How  to  Get  Help 

— Call,  write  or  visit  the  FHA 
supervisor  serving  your 
county. 

— Contact  the  State  Director 
or  District  Supervisor. 

— Write  the  Information  Divi- 
sion, FHA,  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington, 
D.C.  20250. 
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FOOD  AND  NUTRITION 
SERVICE 


Food  assistance  programs  of 
the  FNS  help  get  food  to  peo- 
ple who  are  too  poor,  young, 
old  or  handicapped  to  provide 
fully  for  themselves. 
Operated  through  Federal- 
State-local  governments,  the 
programs  include: 

•  Donated  foods  or  food 
stamps  to  low-income 
families. 

•  Breakfast  and  lunch  in 
elementary  and  second- 
ary public  and  private 
nonprofit  schools. 

•  Meals  to  pre-school  chil- 
dren in  day-care  centers 
and  similar  organized 
away-from-home  activi- 
ties. 

•  Meals  to  needy  school- 
age  children  in  summer 
recreation  programs. 

To  do  the  job,  these  programs 
must  be  initiated  locally:  by 
public  officials,  volunteer  citi- 


zens, adult  and  youth  organi- 
zations. 

Kinds  of  Help 

— ^Provides  national  and  re- 
gional meetings  with  exhib- 
its and  informational  mate- 
rials, describing  how  mem- 
bers of  organizations  can 
both  inform  and  help  people 
in  their  communities  benefit 
from  food-help  programs. 

— ^Distributes  volunteer  hand- 
books and  Student  Informa- 
tion Kits  giving  background 
on  food  programs  and  sug- 
gested project  ideas  for 
young  people. 

— Provides  teaching  aids  to 
assist  with  nutrition  educa- 
tion activities  in  schools 
and  pre-schools. 

— Helps  organize  local  "drive 
to  serve"  projects  in  which 
young  drivers  help  transport 
donated  food  to  elderly 
shut-ins. 

— Encourages  school  officials 
to  organize  student  advi- 
sory committees  as  a  com- 
munications link  between 
school  food-service  pro- 
grams and  the  students  they 
serve. 

— Encourages  through  the 
Food  Stamp  Outreach  Co- 
ordinator in  state  welfare 
agencies,  youth  organiza- 
tions and  other  community 
groups  to  help  low-income 
people  get  and  use  food 
stamps. 


How  to  Get  Help 

Food  help  programs  are  joint- 
ly operated  by  Federal,  State 
and  local  governments. 
— In  your  community  and 
State,  contact  the  local  or 
State  director  of  school  food 
services  in  the  Department 
of  Education  concerning 
school  lunch  or  breakfast 
programs  or  the  local  or 
State  director  of  public  wel- 
fare about  food  stamp  or 
food  donation  programs. 
— Regional  and  national 
groups  may  contact  the 
nearest  office  of  the  Food 
and  Nutrition  Service.  Re- 
gional offices  are  in  Atlanta, 
Dallas,  Chicago,  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Princeton,  New 
Jersey.  National  headquar- 
ters is  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington, 
D.C.  20250. 


FOREST  SERVICE 


The  Forest  Service  joins  with 
youth  in  community  develop- 
ment, especially  to  increase 
the  employability  of  all  youth 
and  increase  their  knowledge 
of  conservation. 

Kinds  of  Help 

— Administers  the  Woodsy 
Owl  Environmental  Cam- 
paign, a  national  antipollu- 
tion program  designed  es- 
pecially for  young  people. 

— Provides  summer  employ- 
ment to  work  in  and  learn 
about  the  natural  environ- 
ment for  youth  15  through 
18  through  the  Youth  Con- 
servation Corps. 

— Operates  20  Job  Corps  Ci- 
vilian Conservation  Centers 
which  provide  education, 
vocational  training  and  so- 
cial living  skills  to  dis- 
advantaged young  men,  16 
through  21. 

— Manages  several  Neighbor- 
hood  Youth    Corps  pro- 
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grams,  providing  work  and 
training  for  poor,  unem- 
ployed or  underemployed 
youths,  14  through  21. 

— ^Provides  technical  assist- 
ance to  States  who  sponsor 
conservation  work  pro- 
grams for  youth  on  non- 
federal public  forest  land. 

— ^Supervises  students  in  the 
Coilege-Work  Study  pro- 
gram, providing  a  meaning- 
ful work  experience. 

— Provides  summer  youth  em- 
ployment usually  on  Na- 
tional Forests. 

— Sponsors  Volunteers  in  the 
National  Forests. 

— Involves  youth  directly  in 
the  improvement  of  National 
Forests  through  a  wide 
range  of  cooperative  pro- 
grams. 

How  to  Get  Help 

— ^Contact  your  State  Forester 
or  nearest  National  Forest 
Service  Office. 

— ^Write  the  Forest  Service, 
U.S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, Washington,  D.C. 
20250. 


NATIONAL 

AGRICULTURAL 

LIBRARY 


The  National  Agricultural  Li- 
brary makes  available  scien- 
tific information  to  undergrad- 
uate and  graduate  students 
and  researchers  through  tra- 
ditional library  services  on  site 
and  through  the  Agricultural 
Sciences  Information  Network 
in  cooperation  with  the  land- 
grant  colleges  and  universities 
in  every  State. 
Kinds  of  Help 

— Provides  access  to  1.5  mil- 
lion volumes  on  subjects 
supporting  agricultural  re- 
search to  undergraduate 
and  graduate  students,  re- 
searchers and  teachers. 

— Provides  library  services  to 
undergraduate  and  gradu- 
ate students,  teachers  and 
researchers. 

— Provides  youth  with  links  to 
the  nation's  agricultural 
past  and  future  through 
special  orientation  pro- 
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grams,  library  tours  and 
films. 

— Encourages  interest  of 
youth  in  library  and  infor- 
mation science  careers 
through  special  orientation 
programs. 

— Provides  the  young  farmer 
with  current  agricultural  in- 
formation through  coopera- 
tion with  State  extension 
services. 

How  to  Get  Help 

— Agricultural  Libraries  of  the 
Land-Grant  Colleges  and 
Universities  in  every  State 
cooperate  closely  with  the 
National  Agricultural  Li- 
brary and  will  either  supply 
desired  services  and  infor- 
mation directly  or  draw 
upon  the  resources  of  NAL. 

— Contact  the  National  Agri- 
cultural Library,  Beltsville, 
Maryland  20705. 


RURAL 

ELECTRIFICATION 
ADMINISTRATION 


Electric  and  telephone  or- 
ganizations financed  by  REA 
have  a  long  history  of  support- 
ing and  participating  in  youth 
programs  conducted  by  such 
organizations  as  4-H,  Future 
Farmers,  Future  Homemakers, 
Future  Teachers,  Scouting 
and  others.  They  also  work 
with  educational  and  other 
institutions  that  serve  youth. 
Kinds  of  Help 

— Provide  meeting  places  for 
youth  organizations. 

— Provide  equipment  and  per- 
sonnel to  assist  with  youth 
projects. 

— Provide  space  in  newslet- 
ters to  report  youth  activi- 
ties. 

— Participate  in  scholarship 
programs. 

— Develop  information  and 
training  programs  associa- 
ted with  electricity  and  com- 
munications. 
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— ^Sponsor  summer  work  pro- 
grams for  high  school  and 
college  students. 

— Provide  opportunities 
through  local  cooperatives 
to  discuss  issues  concern- 
ing the  cooperative  and  the 
community. 

— Provide  opportunities  for 
youth  participation  through 
membership  on  Junior 
Boards  of  Cooperatives. 

— Sponsor  annual  essay  con- 
tests, awarding  all-expense 
tours  to  Washington,  D.C., 
for  rural  high  school  juniors. 

How  to  Get  Help 

— Contact  the  local  rural  elec- 
tric or  telephone  organiza- 
tion that  serves  your  area. 

— Write  Rural  Electrification 
Administration,  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  20250. 


SOIL 

CONSERVATION 
SERVICE 


Soil  Conservation  Service  as- 
sistance is  provided  through 
conservation  districts  and  in- 
cludes technical  help  in  apply- 
ing conservation  practices  for 
environmental  protection  and 
natural  resource  manage- 
ment. SCS  can  also  help  youth 
in  learning  activities,  such  as 
community  conservation  sur- 
veys, development  of  places  to 
study  natural  resources  and 
their  relationships  and  work- 
shops on  understanding  re- 
source problems  and  alterna- 
tives for  their  solution. 
Kinds  of  Help 

— Develops  conservation 
plans  for  youth  camps  and 
other  properties,  including 
technical  and  other  assist- 
ance for  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  needed 
conservation  practices. 

— Counsels  on  selection  of 
useful   environmental  im- 
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provement  projects. 

— ^Provides  technical  assist- 
ance and  information  to 
carry  out  environnnental 
projects. 

— Provides  planning  and  tech- 
nical assistance  for  creation 
and  innprovement  of  places 
to  learn  about  the  natural 
environment. 

— Furnishes  planning,  techni- 
cal and  certain  financial  as- 
sistance for  developing 
community  outdoor  recrea- 
tion facilities  as  part  of 
authorized  resource  devel- 
opment projects. 

— Provides  opportunities  for 
summer  employment  and 
for  work-related,  career- 
oriented  conservation  posi- 
tions. 

— Prepares  natural  resource 
and  community  improve- 
ment materials  for  distribu- 
tion through  a  youth  organi- 
zation's own  channels. 

— Publishes  information  on 
natural  resource  conserva- 
tion and  development. 

— ^Assists  with  workshops  on 
natural  resource  use  and 
conservation  for  youth 
group  leaders  and  teachers. 

— Provides  opportunities  for 
youth  volunteer  service  as 
members  of  conservation 
district  youth  boards. 

How  to  Get  Help 

The  Soil  Conservation  Service 
is  a  technical  action  agency 
and  has  professional  conser- 


vationists stationed  in  nearly 
every  county  in  the  nation. 
— ^To  obtain  help  at  the  local 
level,  contact  the  local  SCS 
or  conservation  district  of- 
fice. 

— National  youth-serving  or- 
ganizations, write  Informa- 
tion Division,  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Service,  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  20250. 
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